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rand-new

collection of rustic

‘pods’ near the

wtdoors with all
the comforts of
home (plus a hot
tub). Perfect,
says tent-shy
lenny Coad

Welsh market town
combine the great

here's & hoolie Blowing wi
| @rrive at the Cy 1R
eco-pods, 1% miles nombseasy
allbaokish Hay-on-Wye, in
Prwwrys. 1w mdl B CRIper, il
1Jove the great cutdoors and, on a wet
weekend, this is the best way to enjay it
| Froem indide. The four brand-new cabins,
st amidd Corsican plees, have views
the surrounding fields ansd hills. Clad in
corrugabed steel and locally grown nnd
cedar, with sinaimasly curving bacls, they
| complement the nearby Farm buildings

I stayimg im Holly (they e all namd
alter irees) and it's nicely kimed out,
with the feal of B cosy lodge. 1 ght the
waocdburner and sperd the afernaon on
the sofs watching the squaslly sy and
listening to the wirsd whi=ash and racile

Mow and then, a portly phessant pokies
s lvead up in the kong grass. | begin o
eluirdk 1 shiuld oy 1o go lor 8 walk. & snidl
outsice my dioor and the wind feels like
It could uzm}mﬁ ofl. Even the cows are
huddling by the hedge like penguins ina
storm. Perl nal ..

S0, *hnhmp:h-s an eci-pod eon? Well,
first of all, the Felgate famdly, who are
behind the praject, hve form. They sel
up.mdrun.c:uu:a.d‘mmral :.m:;:h:g.-uk ‘

d sustninabifity I their elfos.
gﬂlﬂ ect, thiry worked alangside
“mmﬁwm. e Bocally
rown b, jhpm":’itlﬂd‘l.

over

CARIN [N THE
WOODE Ona of
the four pods;
ard, bolow,
tha viaw from
the badroom

66

Bestofallis
the great
. big cinema
| screen that
is the wall
of windows
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Cynahn
=
Hay-on- e ’IF Reirealy 5
Heridoid
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tile
this]
Ima 2, it foand on efay

rral rangs up fram glamping
thie clisch, wnden]] oo
z fryimg pan-slzed

soth, handleless

and & dshwasher, Clvilisaton

Best of all s che great bag cinenma screen
e & the wall ol windows, You might
sinugghe 1o getoul of bid in e morming,
when youcan just lie there and court the

fericds, There are even views from the

shivwer via & |arge porthiske

At |'.|.'.hl.:.|:l.| can wallow Im che hiog nsky,
which s ke & sturdy paddling pool with
spongy s, and look B the stars. Come
in summer and you could bum sausages

Ir chee firepli. Romandc? Yes. The pods
are designed with couples in mind: city
emcapesd desperale [oF SO JTeen, sorme
e ['m delighted o have a weekend

1 bsing wa ken up by my dranken
20+ year-old neighbours.

Cymelin can provide i ool ar set the S0l
i s 5 b for & chilld, but Iw ould sugpest
leawing che kids or gramd chikiren behind.

When the weather calma, | go for & fun
aii thie Fdlge above, The lodamaths lead me
through hiedged iunnels, across sreams,
down imto diches, up the other slde, via
apen Fiekls with horse-hool hode pudidles.
1 pass bhanks of daffodils and, the
highlight, a magnificent Welsh dragon
carveg from o mmee trumk, & sort of Celik

¥

aring the dag — two of the pods, Rowan
and Hazel, are dog friendly, and there will
bt @ wearm tap for washing dirty paws
ay-oan- Wy ks oaly a I0-minuge drive
md, anes everndng, we go for sup per
‘s Mace {or Julia's, as the locals
after the ownser), The cockaails are
imugnative: hot buttered bramdy, and
teitvisi us, Himee amd chillli souwr (E6.50 and
E2.80; sipohnsplace by, tumbds com). The
merni changes weekly, We my the aubergine
Fritoers, s oo croqguesttes and Fried
chicken and chilli skaw (£5, £4.50 and
E5.500 I you're shelterirg From the rain,
ther hit choealate 0 the eclectic 0ld
Eleciric Shop is rich, and you can buy the
mnig; iE's served in, or perhaps sorme linen
Gungaress (£3, £, £, oldeleceric oo.uk),
1 ooubd hawve spent howrs in Richard
Booth's Bookshop, once the largess
scond-hand book store in the workd
(hoathbeaks. couuk). One lady {5 50
comfortable on the solas, she's nodded
ol Nigwr books sit alongside secand- hand
:gjhu&s;:]njilgllnhu. 1find a second
an of Dick King-Smith's The Sheep-pq
fur £9% and a neatly written note in the o

| fromt of a copy of Nancy Mitford-s Madame |

e Pownpaclvar: “Teao marny names, Tog
me.wm finish
OneCe Yol stocked up, there's a
perfect reading corner by the fire in the
memhmmm
wﬂ.l.mwmumdmmem.

Jenmy Coad war a gues ef Cynefin Retrears,

| ﬂhmmﬁmmuw



